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BULLETIN OF AMERICA’S TOWN MEETING OF THE AIR 
GEORGE V. DENNY, JR., MODERATOR 


PRIL 11, 1950 VOL. 15, No. 50 


Do We Have an Alternative to the 
Cold War? 


rmnouncer: 


Tonight we invite you to join us in historic Charlottesville, 
lirginia, where we are the guests of the Woodrow Wilson 
chool of Foreign Affairs of the University of Virginia, which 
his week commemorates its 125th Anniversary. 
-Here at Charlottesville are the homes of James Monroe, 
ith President and author of the Monroe Doctrine, and 
lhomas Jefferson, author of the Declaration of Independence. 
was Jefferson who founded and designed this great Uni- 
2rsity, which was, in later years, to graduate one of the 
reatest American statesmen—Woodrow Wilson. 
|}t is fitting that this community, which contributed so much 
early American history, should be host to our discussion 
ight on one of the most vital subjects which we face in 
ay’s world, “Do We Have an Alternative to the Cold 
ar?” We shall have the counsel of Senator Ralph E. 
anders, Clarence Streit, and Marquis Childs. 
Now to preside over our discussion, here is your Moderator, 
president of Town Hall, and founder of America’s Town 
eting of the Air, George V. Denny, Jr. Mr. Denny. (Ap- 
muse) 


oderator Denny: 


‘Good evening, neighbors. This is indeed an inspiring 
mosphere here in Charlottesville, Virginia, at the Univer- 
\y of Virginia, founded by Thomas Jefferson, in which to 

discussing tonight’s subject, “Do We Have an Alternative 
tthe Cold War?” We Americans have a dangerous habit of 
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describing things with a glib phrase, and then assuming th: 4 
we understand it. 
What is this cold war anyway? 


it to mean the struggle for power between two fondamelaa i 
different philosophies of government. One is based one % I 


in the Kremlin in Moscow today. 

The cold war is also a phony war, for while we’re spendin 
millions of dollars playing the diplomatic game of stripe 
pants on the diplomatic front, we’re spending billions of do. 
lars on other fronts trying to stem the tide of opposin, 
philosophy with guns, butter, and propaganda. 

It’s a confused picture, because the American people havi, 
never faced an enemy quite like it before. But we mus), 
think and work our way through this problem as courageous! }, 
as did our ancestors 175 years ago. 

So, tonight, we’re asking the counsel of three representativ 
Americans who are giving us three separate approaches t) 
this question. We’ll hear first from a distinguished America 
journalist, syndicated columnist, who upholds the viewpoin) 
of total diplomacy through the United Nations—Mr. Marqui 
Childs. Mr. Childs. (Applause) 


Mr. Childs: 


It is easy to talk about waging a cold war in theory. But, 
wage a cold war in fact, we should be spending at a minimun) 
five to ten times what we are now spending on the Marshalj 
Plan under the Military Aid Program. Because that phras 

“cold war” has been used so often, the American people havé 
been deceived into believing that our Government is, it} 
reality, waging a cold war against the Soviet Union. | 

There are few signs that the American people are ready 
and willing to make the sacrifices essential to a successful 
cold war. Certainly, Senator Flanders, the present divided] 
and quarrelsome Congress shows no Roadinest to take the 
necessary steps. 

Therefore, we must look for an immediate and practical 
alternative that will enable us to carry out our task of leader- 
ship in a free world, and the time is very short. 

This does not ho Mr. Streit, in the search for a distant 
Utopia. The union of Atlantic powers is a noble ideal, but can 
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‘ou imagine this Congress, or any Congress in the foreseeable 
uture, approving the kind of union that would equate the 
\merican dollar with the French franc and the British pound? 
The practical and immediate alternative is expressed in 
secretary Acheson’s phrase, “total diplomacy.” But total 
iplomacy can be successful only if it is waged through the 
Mited Nations. 
The U.N. is an immediate and practical instrument for 
eace, although our Administration in Washington too often 
ems to be unaware of it. 
Take, as a concrete example, Indo-China. If we were in 
ctuality waging cold war, as Senator Flanders seems to think 
fe are, we should at this moment be sending shipload after 
nipload of both military and economic supplies to back up 
te French Army that is today fighting the forces of com- 
\unism in the jungles of Indo-China. 
We would be preparing for the eventuality that American 
oops might have to go out'to supplement and reinforce that 
rench Army, but we are not doing these things. Measured 
etalistically by the phrase “cold war,” Senator Flanders, what 
-e are doing has the familiar look of “too little and too late.” 
me timid, tentative half-measures we are taking are not 
<ely to save Indo-China from communism. 
}But if we were to join with the British and the French 
ad others in referring the civil war in Indo-China to the 
N., the dispute might be peaceably resolved. 
Here, Mr. Streit, is your immediate potentiality that does 
»t wait on the lofty idealism of a minority. This was 
monstrated very clearly in Iran. There a U. N. commission 
vestigated the threat of civil war. Today, a new threat of 
ternal trouble exists in Iran, but that, Senator Flanders, 
because the United States has not followed up the efforts 
{the U. N. Commission with even a minimum of Point Four 
‘cold war aid. 
Iran was a clear demonstration of what could be done 
‘cough the U. N. Of course, in many ways, Mr. Streit, the 
N. is an effective instrument. The major defect is, of 
urse, the veto in the Security Council, but we’ve seen that 
«s is not in fact an insuperable obstacle. If we wait for 
rfection, we are likely to wait until the searing flash of the 
‘drogen bomb has wiped out our great cities. 
{n this election-year Congress, the proposed Point Four 
gram for technical and other assistance to nations in 
utheast Asia is certain to be limited. This program will 
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gain a great deal if carried out, in part at least, through U. N 
organization. | 
The U. N. Children’s aoe ee Fund has shown wha} 


tion in the distant future. 

The choice is to work now with the tools that we havi 
and within the limits of our means and our will to rebuili 
a free world. (Applause) 


Moderator Denny: 
Thank you, Marquis Childs. Our next speaker, who differ 


rely on this is to fall into the Politburo trap which is designec 
to weaken us economically and discourage us spiritually. 


the effective and less costly measures which Russia is using} 
The Politburo knows that the battlefield lies in the heart 
and minds of people. Let us fight the enemy where it is, no! 
where it is not. 

I can agree with Marquis Childs that we must do nothing| 
to weaken the United Nations, and that positively we must 
use the resources of total diplomacy: carried beyond means} 
which are usually proposed. 

We must consider the cold war in its entirety, in its loll 
comprehensiveness. When we do so, we will find that there 
are about 700 million people who constitute the missionary, 
field of the Politburo. There are another 750 million people 
inside the Iron Curtain. | 

The determination of strategy and tactics must take this 
whole battlefield into account. It must concern itself with the 
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means appropriate to each situation for reaching hearts and 
minds of people. 

It must give truthful information to those in the Soviet 
missionary areas. 

It must help resolve economic problems with some practical 
jegree of material relief, such as the Marshall Plan, to specific 
areas, for hardship is a great asset to the Soviet propaganda. 
Let’s look at the proposal which Senator Knowland of Cali- 
ornia has been considering, though he has not yet put it 
nto legislative form. We have billions of dollars of surplus 
wheat, powdered eggs, and other foodstuffs which we don’t 
rnow how to get rid of. There are millions of people starving 
n China. Let’s make an earnest effort to arrange with the 
-ommunist regime to put this precious but now useless food 
nto the mouths of those who are starving. 

_ Should we succeed, we can start building up anew that 
tuined reservoir of friendship between the Chinese people 
ind ourselves. 

Should we fail, it will be the Communists who will be 
anbarrassed, not ourselves. 

i agree with Senator McMahon’s proposal for an expan- 
éon of Point Four. He suggests an ultimate sum of thirty 
ii!lion dollars. This is too much. Ten billion dollars a year 
3s more than we can properly and efficiently spend. We must 
<e picking out the critical areas in which Point Four expendi- 
ures will do the most good in checkmating communist 
opaganda. 

Perhaps Northern Indo-China is such an area. If we can 
© anything to bring economic order and a higher standard 
f living to these people, the southward sweep of communist 
afluence in Asia will be arrested. 

The “Voice of America” must be stepped up, but let us not 

e afraid to use such unorthodox means as free balloons. 
1s that great scientist, Dr. Millikan, said in New York last 
reek, the Russian Government can do much in jamming 
ne radio, but it can’t jam free balloons. These balloons would 
arry messages from the American people to the Russian 
eople. 
Inside the Iron Curtain, we have to find means of giving 
ope and courage to the enslaved satellites, and, finally, and 
wost importantly, we must get to the Russian people them- 
slves the truth as to our relationship with them and our 
opes for them. They must learn that they have nothing we 
could take away from them. 


=~] 


We want no territory. We want none of their naturaji 
resources. We want peace with them, and we know they wan) 
peace with us. “Not by might, nor by power, but by My 
Spirit,” saith the Lord of Hosts. (Applause) 


Moderator Denny: 


corporated. Mr. Streit. (Applause) 


Mr. Streit: 


proposes—and he, himself, admits it needs strengthening. 

The alternative is to strengthen the United Nations in sub- 
stance and in a way that appeals to the hearts of men. 

How? By supplementing the United Nations and the very? 
useful stop-gap Senator Flanders has proposed with some-\ 
thing much stronger and more appealing than an Atlantic} 
alliance—with an Atlantic Union, a great free federal repub- 
lic like our own. i 

To end the cold war, we need, Senator Flanders, to reach 
the human spirit twofold: (1) raise the hopes and arouse the 
spirit of all those who seek freedom; (2) quench the hopes | : 
overawe the spirit of dictatorship. 

We must neither depend on power alone, Senator, nor 
neglect it, but put behind freedom far greater strength while 
cutting its cost, for otherwise, we realize the dictatorship’s! 
hope of winning through our own economic collapse. 

Atlantic Union meets both needs. Tt is no timid, tepid 
measure, Mr. Childs. Atlantic Union means that instead of 
continuing to seek to win by taxing away our freedom, giving 
away our goods, and scaring away our Bill of Rights in spy 
crazes we and the other Atlantic democracies would seek 
strength in union—in the way our own 13 states pioneered. 

We, the people, in this more perfect Union of the free, 
would gain the power we need by constituting an oceanic 
federal republic, with a union defense force, a union cur- 
rency, free market and citizenship—by uniting effectively 
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sehind individual freedom the great power the democracies 
10W stupidly divide. 

Once constituted, this union would merely need to admit 
ther nations as they proved their freedom in order to grow 
tronger, while giving people in your missionary zone, Sen- 
tor Flanders, an immense incentive to come the free way. 

From the outset, this Atlantic Union would give us the 
rastly stronger power we need to overawe Stalin and end 
iis hopes of our economic collapse. 

Its economies would give us, Marquis Childs, the means 

ve now lack to develop your Point Four way to the hearts 
if men. Imagine the democracies thus making democracy 
vork between democracies; communism faced with individ- | 
calism; dictatorship with union of free men; freedom again 
m the march, as in the days of Mr. Jefferson. 
_ Imagine the delegates of the United States, Canada, Britain, 
irance, and Benelux meeting in a federal convention like 
urs of 1787 to explore whether their people can’t federate 
22 same way—people to people—man to man. 

A dream? This dream is precisely what 76 hardheaded 
senators and Congressmen are now asking Congress to 
valize in the Atlantic Union Resolution. So is Owen J. 
eberts, former Justice of the United States Supreme Court. 
cesident of the Atlantic Union Committee, which is mobi- 
zimg patriotic citizens to get Congress behind this Resolution. 
{So are such dreamers as Robert Patterson, former Secretary 
War; Will Clayton, former Under-Secretary of State; John 
aster Dulles; Fleet Admiral King; atomic scientists, such 
_ Harold Urey, Arthur and Karl Compton; businessmen, 
ich as the chairmen of Goodyear, Westinghouse, General 
ills—hundreds of national leaders—and, President Darden, 
are very happy to count you among them. 

‘This is no longer a dream. Here is history in your hands, 
ir. Citizen, for you to help make. 

Ilmagine Congress passing this Resolution now. Wouldn’t 
bat astonish you, as it astonishes Mr. Childs? Then wouldn’t 
surprise Stalin, too? How do you expect to bowl him over, 
|, you don’t do anything that even surprises yourself? 
kHere is the great expeditionary idea we need to end the 
\ld war. Is that what you want? Then tell me you are with 
2, and we'll get it through Congress. (Applause) 


i 
( 


»oderator Denny: 
hank you, Clarence Streit. Now while we get ready for 
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our question period, here is a message of interest for our Town 
Meeting listeners. 


scription rate is $4.50. 
Our address is simply Town Hall, New York 18, New York) 
Why not become a regular Town Meeting subscriber tonight), 
and let us know also what subjects you would like to heal; 
on future programs. 
Now, for the question period, here is Mr. Denny. 


Saran Ene PEED | 


hee 
Man: This is for Mr. Childs. Does a 250 billion dollaak i 
national debt mean anything to you, Mr. Childs, since you’re} 
advocating, as you do, more United States global spending*} 
Mr. Childs: I think you should have addressed that questior 
to Senator Flanders. He spoke about an additional five bil} 
‘ lions. I made the remark that I thought this Congress would 
not approve any great addition in global spending, and there: 
fore, we could not wage a cold war. I think that’s a tragedy, 
You had better put your question to Senator Flanders. q 
Mr. Denny: Senator Flanders, do you care to comment on 
the question the young man asked? 
Senator Flanders: I didn’t listen very carefully to what i 
was Saying. | 
Mr. Denny: He says what about the two hundred——— 
Senator Flanders: I don’t remember anything about an ad- 
ditional five billion dollars or even an additional two billion 
dollars. I express great concern over the way in which the 
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Politburo is trying to ruin us. Now, I am concerned—if that’s 
what you want to know. (Applause) 

Man: Yes. (Applause) 

Mr. Denny: Now, I think, in justice to Mr. Childs’ question, 
‘hough, Senator, I think he is referring to your saying you 
were supporting Mr. McMahon’s proposal, and although you 
cut it down a bit, it did involve a few billions. 

Senator Flanders: I don’t think it would take a few billions. 

Mr. Denny: Oh, all right, sir, a few hundred million a year. 
| Mr. Childs: You must not really believe in waging the 
told war then, Senator, do you? 

_ Senator Flanders: I believe in waging the cold war in the 
game inexpensive way in which Russia is waging it. (Laugh- 
cer and applause) 

Mr. Denny: You’ve got to rely on a New England Yankee, 
fou see, to outdo the Russians when it comes to saving money. 
Vir. Childs, what is your comment? 
| Mr. Childs: It’s an awfully pleasant illusion, if Senator 
“anders thinks the Russians are waging a cheap cold war. 
Applause) 

Mr. Denny: The young lady here. 

Lady: Senator Flanders, knowing Russia’s attitude and ac- 
cons, why, as General Eisenhower states, has the United 
‘tates allowed herself to become so unprepared? 

Mr. Denny: In Alaska. 

Senator Flanders: We’re unprepared in Alaska. We’re un- 
repared almost everywhere else, compared with what we 
rould be if we went all out—if there was no limit to the 
penditures for defense. I think, relatively, Alaska has been 
glected, but there are no limits to expenses on armament 
od rearmament. The sky is the limit, and the limit is also 
1e police and totalitarian state. 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. The gentleman here. 

Man: This question is for Mr. Clarence Streit. Where does 
ae Atlantic Union Plan leave our friends in Iran, Turkey, 
adia, Indonesia, and elsewhere, if they are not eligible for 
uur exclusive fraternity? 

_Mr. Streit: I am very glad you asked that question. This 
no exclusive fraternity. It is a means of putting strength 
hind freedom in a way that does it much more cheaply 
aan any other system. Now we are doing it separately. If we 
it the union way, then we will have, as I said earlier, much 
‘ore means to support and help and develop Point Four in 
Lose countries. We can have exactly the same good relation- 
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hip with them that we do now. But if we take the other 
ourse—the course of nationalism, which is wearing us down 
vith taxation, as it is the British and the French—we give up 
he possibility of really developing democracy and a high 
tandard of living in those countries. 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. The lady over here. 

Lady: Mr. Childs. If, through radio broadcasts we can in- 
orm the Russian people of our way of life, how can informed 
aves efficiently oppose a dictator government? 

_Mr. Denny: How can you oppose a police state is what she 
driving at. 

Mr. Childs: ’m not sure that we can engineer that at this 
(oment, but I think I agree thoroughly with Senator Flanders 
tat we can get across that Iron Curtain. We aren’t trying 
ard enough. 

/ Senator Flanders seems to think we can do it by cutting 
wn our spending. I am not at all sure that that’s true. I dis- 
gree with him on that. 

}i think free balloons are beautiful. I agree with Senator 
canders. (Laughter) 

iar. Denny: Thank you. The gentleman over here. 

|1Man: Senator Flanders. Acknowledging that it is necessary 
|have loyal leaders to formulate our policy in the cold war, 
w are we going to determine who is loyal to our own Gov- 


Mr. Denny: How are we going to— well, that’s a Town Meet- 
= question of two weeks hence. (Laughter) We're going to 
vote a whole program to that, but do you want to comment 
it, Senator? 

Senator Flanders: No. I shall await the answer of the Town 
2eting of two weeks hence with tremendous interest. (Ap- 
vuse) 

Mr. Denny: Thank you, Senator. The gentleman here. 
\Man: My question is directed to Mr. Streit. Won’t Federal 
lkion mean that we, the U. S., will be tying a lot of millstones 
bund our necks, with the American taxpayer paying the 
i1? 

\Mr. Streit: It means just the opposite. It means that we'll 
‘cutting down our taxes. If anybody in this audience here, 
‘on the radio audience, doubts it, I wish he would send in 
1 let me send him an article I have just written on that, 
lich goes into detail, showing how we can save four billion 
llars a year on taxes by uniting these democracies on a 
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federal basis, and at the same time greatly increase our armed 
power. ' 

Mr. Denny: We could get rid of some of the customs in-} 
spectors in these countries. Thank you, Mr. Streit. The gentle- 
man here. 

Man: Senator Flanders, if a change in the present type of 
government we have now were instituted, would not the cold 
war be greatly aided by new thinking in the State Depart- 
ment? (Laughter and applause) 

Senator Flanders: I am inclined to agree with you, though 
not publicly. (Laughter and applause) I will say, however, 
that I am rising in my place in the Senate once a week to 
advise the State Department. (Laughter and applause) : 

Mr. Denny: Everything you say here is absolutely con- 
fidential among our ten million Town Meeting listeners. All 
right, begin from over there. 

Man: My question is addressed to Mr. Childs. In view of 
Russian obstructionism and walkouts in the United Nations, 
and of the United Nations’ almost total ineffectiveness in the 
really vital matters, how can you see any solution to the cold : 
war? After all, the cold war arrived while we had the U. N. 

Mr. Denny: Is that 25 words? 

Man: That’s a few more. 

Mr. Denny: All right. It’s a pretty good argument in 25. 
words. Go ahead, Mr. Childs. | 

Mr. Childs: I don’t mean it’s a solution to the cold war, I 
mean it’s an alternative—a possible alternative—to the cold 
war. It’s the only instrument for peace that we have. 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. The gentleman over here. 

Man: My. Streit, if Russia so requested, would she be ad- 
mitted to your Pederal Union of the democracies? 

Mr. Streit: Not until she were a free country. (Apploustl 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. Yes, hurry up. 

Lady: My question is to Mr. Streit. ’'d like to ask him if 
he thinks a police force is necessary to a world union and 
if not who is to insure that nations will obey international 
law? 

Mr. Streit: Force is certainly necessary for a world union 
or an Atlantic union, or any government. The question, it 
seems to me, is how we are going to put power under the 
safest kind of control, and I know no safer method than the 
Bill of Rights—a civil liberty democracy. So, I would say, “Let 
us put power, as much power as possible, under liberty, if 
we want to keep away from war and preserve liberty.” 
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Mr. Denny: Thank you, Mr. Streit, Mr. Childs, and Senator 
landers. I want to extend our thanks also to our hosts, the 
Joodrow Wilson School of Foreign Affairs of the University 
f Virginia; our sponsor, the Citizens Bank and Trust Com- 
any; and Station WCHV. 

Now in just a moment, I'll tell you about our subject and 


beakers for next week. 
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42. How Can We Secure Peace ina 
Hydrogen-Bomb World? 


43.Do Our Movies Abroad Speak 
for America? 


44. How Will the British Elections 
Affect the United States? 


45. What Should American Busi- 
ness Do About Point Four? 


46.How Can Organized Religion 
Advance American Democ- 
racy? 

47. What Should We Do About 
Federal Aid to Education? 
48. What Kind of Farm Program 

Do We Need? 
49. Should We Cut Marshall Plan 
Aid Now? 


Announcer: The traditions established by Jefferson and 
Monroe are close to the hearts of the people of historic Vir 
ginia. The Town Meeting, with its dramatic discussion, has 
been a part of their lives throughout the years. Using ou 
modern means of mass communication, these Tuesday nigh 
Town Meetings are dedicated to the preservation of these 
early American practices. 

Our local sponsors throughout the country are helping us 
keep the American people better informed and increasing 
their understanding of the great issues of the day. Here i 
Charlottesville, the ABC Station, WCHV, has a waiting list 
of Town Meeting sponsors. 

These programs are available for sponsorship on the sta- 
tion to which you are now listening. If you are a bank official, 
newspaper publisher, automobile dealer, or manager of any 
retail firm, you will find it good business to sponsor. Town 
Meeting. The manager of this station will give you further 
details. 

Now, to tell you about next week’s program, here is Mr. 
Denny. 

Mr. Denny: Next week from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
under auspices of the Pittsburgh Courier, the largest Negro 
newspaper in America, in connection with its 40th Anniver- 
sary, we will discuss the question, “What Effect Do Our Race 
Relations Have on Our Foreign Policy?” 

Our speakers will be Dr. Charles S. Johnson, president of 
Fisk University, and Congressman Brooks Hayes, Democrat 
of Arkansas. 

Copies of tonight’s Town Meeting, and all Town Meetings, 
will be found in our Town Meeting Bulletin, which you may 
receive regularly for 11 weeks by sending one dollar to Town 
Hall, New York 18, New York, or for a full year for $4.50. 
Single copies are ten cents each. 

So plan to be with us next week and every week at the 
sound of the Crier’s bell. 
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